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“THOSE THAT REBEL AGAINST
THE LIGHT”
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INTRODUCTION1

From a study of the book of Job, we understand Satan’s attack
against Job. We also see the foolishness of Job’s wife and his three
friends. Job’s friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, repeatedly accuse
him of having committed some great wrong—their explanation for his
great loss and suffering. Job answers them each time they expound on
how terrible he is. Eliphaz made his last of three speeches to Job in
chapter 22, then we read Job’s answer in chapters 23 and 24. This
brings us to our lesson’s text, where the term “light” is used: “They are
of those that rebel against the light; they know not the ways thereof, nor
abide in the paths thereof” (Job 24:13).

Throughout the Bible, “light” is used in the literal and figurative
senses. It is no different in the book of Job, which uses the term “light”
in 32 verses. In this study, we will only deal with its use in Job 24:13.

“REBEL AGAINST THE LIGHT”

To understand the literal and/or figurative usage of the phrase,
“rebel against the light,” it must be examined in the context of Job
24:13. It should be noted that some may think that to “rebel against the
light” somehow “literally” has to do with sin committed in the dark
hours so as not to be discovered by man. Thus, rebelling against the
light or thinking that one’s sin is not known or seen because it was
committed in the darkness. This would be attempting to hide one’s sin
from the literal light of the day or thinking sin is not known if done in
darkness. Eliphaz must have determined, in his way of thinking, that
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Job committed some terrible sin under darkness. He did not know what
Job’s sin was, but he was sure he had committed some terrible sin—or
else he would not have suffered the material, family, and physical
losses he had.

You can also see the use of “light” in the figurative sense in Job
24:13. One cannot do anything specifically against the literal light, for
the light of the day will shine regardless of how one may conduct his
life during the darkness of the night.

Another way to see “light” in the figurative sense is to use it to
mean “God’s way.” His way is the way that lights our way to heaven.
A person can rebel against the truth of God’s Word, which figuratively
speaking is “the light.” One cannot hide his sins from God as he might
hide them from man. “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest
in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him
with whom we have to do” (Heb 4:13). God sees all, even though man
may think he is hiding something from Him.

WICKEDNESS OF THOSE
WHO “REBEL AGAINST THE LIGHT”

Job begins his answer to Eliphaz in Job 23. Then, in Job 24:1, he
refers to “they” as the wicked. He describes their wickedness in Job
24:2-12. They had removed the landmarks, taken from others, and
would not help the needy. In Job 24:14-18, he speaks of the murderer
in the light, who is a thief at night. He describes the adulterer who
thinks no one will see him in the night. The wicked rob houses at night,
which they had marked during the day. The wicked ones operate
deceitfully and swiftly. Job 24:21-24 explains that those who “rebel
against the light” do evil to the childless and that they are not good to
the widow. The wicked one will use his power to keep people in fear.
He will flatter others, then take advantage of them when he gains their
trust.

I believe Job, in his last speech to Eliphaz, is letting him know that
he understands how the wicked behave and how they “rebel against the
light.” Job declares that he is not guilty of any of these things, letting
his friends know that he is innocent. We know from Job 1 that God did
not have anything against Job; therefore, Job was innocent (Job 1:8).
This is not to say that just because one may think he is right that he is
right. Our actions (or lack thereof) must be compared to God’s Word
to determine if they are right or not. God is the one who declared of Job
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that he “was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil” (Job 1:1).

VARIOUS WAYS TO “REBEL AGAINST GOD’S WORD”

How could any right thinking person rebel against the Word of
God? To rebel against His Word is to rebel against Him. Hosea writes:
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest
to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget
thy children” (Hos. 4:6). It is truly sad when one forgets or rebels
against God. Many reject knowledge by failing to study God’s Word
and putting into practice those things learned. Paul instructs: “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). The result
of not studying God’s Word, and putting the knowledge gained from
it into practice, is to “rebel against the light” of God’s Word; therefore,
such is to commit sin. The Bible says: “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 Jn.
3:4). Today, one is without excuse if he fails to study God’s Word and
put into practice those things God wills for him to do. There is simply
no excuse for anyone not to reach heaven. In His Word, God provides
us with all we need to know to be with Him in eternity, and we have no
excuse if we fail to obey Him so that we can.

Rebellion

Adam and Eve were the first humans to rebel against God (Gen.
3:6). Since that time, men have continued to rebel against Him in every
way imaginable to them. Though sin is not inherited, as the Calvinists
teach, it can be said that Cain followed the way of his parents. Because
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23), it
is correct to say that the free moral agency of every man in every
generation has not prevented him from rebelling and sinning against
God. To point out the many and various ways man has rebelled against
God would be an unending task. A few will be briefly considered here.

Failure To Trust In God

The children of Israel openly and consistently rebelled against God.
When God freed them from their Egyptian bondage, they wanted to go
back to Egypt and back into slavery (Ex. 14:11-12; 16:2-3). Frank
Chesser states: “The Israelites expressed their preference for death as
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a slave under Pharaoh as opposed to life as a free men under God.”2

Today, many prefer to stay (or, as in the case of many Christians, go
back) under bondage to sin rather than enjoy the freedom from sin that
God offers to those who will trust and obey Him. The Israelites
wandered in the wilderness for forty years because they did not trust in
God. They chose to believe the ten spies which were sent to spy out the
Promised Land, rather than to believe Joshua and Caleb who were
ready to obey God and take the land He had promised them. A lack of
trust in the God of heaven is one way man can rebel against God. It has
been said by many, and in many cases proved time and again, that one
sin almost always leads to other sins—it was certainly no different with
the Israelites.

Murmuring And Complaining

The sin of failing to trust in God led the Israelites to murmur and
complain against God’s leader Moses (Num. 11), with his own brother
and sister, Aaron and Miriam, leading the way. Today, too many
Christians are murmuring and complaining when they ought to be using
their abilities to further the cause of Christ. A busy person does not
have time to complain, for he is too busy being a doer of the word (Jas.
1:22). Some seem to find fault with everyone and everything, but fail
to realize the problem may very well be themselves. Many say the
church is not growing because of the elders, the preacher, the deacons,
and others, but they never include themselves as being responsible for
a lack of growth. One of the hippie-types back in the 1960s gave a lot
of speeches about what was wrong with “the establishment,” murmur-
ing and complaining about everyone and everything. Then, one day, he
said he realized it was not everyone and everything else who “stunk,”
but it was he. Oh, how so many of us need a lot of self-examination
today (2 Cor. 13:5)!

Deception

When the children of Israel took the city of Jericho they were not
allowed to keep any of the spoils (Josh. 6:18-19). However, as soon as
the children of Israel crossed the Jordan River and took the city of
Jericho, Achan decided he would violate this direct command of God.
He took of the spoils and hid them in his tent (Josh. 7:21). How many
Christians today think they are hiding their sins from God? “Neither is
there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do”



286 “Those That Rebel Against the Light”

(Heb. 4:13). We may be able to deceive one another, but it is impossi-
ble to deceive God. We read: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). Achan
reaped what he sowed and so will those living under the Christian
dispensation who engage in the sin of deception.

Worldliness

For approximately 450 years after the death of Joshua, God raised
up judges to rule Israel (Acts 13:20). God’s people grew weary of
having a judge over them and they said to Samuel: “Behold, thou art
old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us
like all the nations” (1 Sam 8:5). Can you imagine them saying: “We
want to be like those round about us, we do not want to be different?”
God instructed Samuel to let the people have what they wanted. In
giving the people their desired king, Samuel declared:

Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom
ye have desired! and, behold, the Lord hath set a king over you.
If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his voice, and
not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall both
ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue following
the Lord your God: But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord,
but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall the
hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against your fathers
(1 Sam. 12:13-15).

There are many Christians today who are like those Israelites who
wanted to be like the nations around them. Often Christians are seen
dressing, acting, and going to questionable places simply because they
want to be like those of the world. Many congregations have removed
the name of the church from their buildings and signs because they are
ashamed to promote the one true church. We hear of contemporary
worship services conducted in order to please the worldly minded. In
this so-called “worship,” where mechanical instruments of music are
sometimes used, the worldly minded church members are simply trying
to be like those round about them. It matters not to them that such is
rebellion against the light of God’s Word. The leadership in such
congregations is composed of menpleasers (Eph. 6:6; Col. 3:22) who
want to be pleasing to everyone. Therefore, they cater to the worldly-
minded, forgetting that their first obligation is to please God.

Formerly faithful congregations of the Lord’s people in many
places are now following the denominations’ lead with their praise
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teams, the use of instrumental music in their worship, house-churches,
and the worldly “anything goes” entertainment mind-set. Opposing
such digression, Louis Rushmore stresses: “The worship practices of
the churches of Christ, then, are not intended to be different, but to be
identical to what God through the New Testament requires”3 If
Christians follow the pattern given in the New Testament we will be
different from the world. Our intentions must be to do exactly what
God desires of us, not to be like the denominations around us. Let none
of us “rebel against the light” and engage in the sin of worldliness,
which includes the practices of the worldly religions. Our Lord and
Saviour never intended for Christians to be like the world.

Self-willed

When Saul became king of Israel he soon revealed his true self. To
Saul, Samuel said: “Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all
that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman,
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass” (1 Sam. 15:3). Upon
defeating the Amalekites, Saul decided to spare king Agag and keep the
best of the livestock. It is recorded:

And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly
destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and
the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good,
and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile
and refuse, that they destroyed utterly (1 Sam. 15:8-9).

No doubt, Saul was pleased with his response to Samuel—“Blessed
be thou of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord”
(1 Sam. 15:13). He did not fool Samuel. Samuel knew better. Convict-
ing Saul of his disobedience, Samuel rebuked:

What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and
the lowing of the oxen which I hear? ... Hath the Lord as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected
thee from being king (1 Sam. 15:14, 22-23).

King Saul is an excellent example of one who is self-willed, doing
things the way he wanted them to be done—even if it meant disobeying
God. We cannot live by the philosophy of the hamburger ad: “Have it
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your way,” or by the song “I Did It My Way.” A Scripturally qualified
elder is “not self-willed” (Tit. 1:7), but neither is any other “Scriptur-
ally qualified” New Testament Christian (Phil. 2:1-5).

Saul’s wanting to do things his way reminds us of Naaman. At first,
Naaman was not pleased with the prophet’s instructions to go to the
Jordan River and dip seven times to be cleansed of his leprosy. Instead,
Naaman thought his way would be alright. His words, “behold, I
thought” (2 Kgs. 5:11), shows that his thinking was not God’s thinking.
Fortunately for Naaman, he did obey God and was cleansed of his
leprosy. My prayer is that not one of us will be self-willed, rebelling
against the “light.”

It is truly sad today when so many are so self-willed that they will
ignore or seek to change what the Scriptures say. On numerous
occasions, when something unscriptural is preached or practiced,
brethren are heard to say: “It doesn’t bother me.” What they mean by
saying that is: “If it does not bother me, then it is all right!” This is a
clear-cut attitude of self-will. Yes, too many Christians today are like
those Israelites of old, however, the Bible still says: “The way of a fool
is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise”
(Pro. 12:15).

Diotrephes, desiring preeminence, insisted on having his way (3 Jn.
9). He thought of himself as being “numero uno,” “the big kahuna.”
The attitude of modern-day Diotrepheses—“I am right, there is no
possible way I could be wrong, we are going to do things my way”—
has divided, and is dividing, brethren across our great brotherhood. Let
us learn the lesson that Saul failed to learn, we must not be self-willed.
He thought his way was right, but it was not what God wanted. In order
to please God, we must be willing to deny self (Mt. 16:24). To be self-
willed is to “rebel against the light.”

Stubbornness

There are many lessons to be learned from Jonah. Yet, I do not
recall ever hearing a lesson dealing with his stubbornness. Imagine
being told to go to the city of Nineveh and preach, but refusing to go.
The account begins:

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai,
saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it;
for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to
flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down
to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the
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fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord (Jon. 1:1-3).

The Lord got the last word in dealing with Jonah’s stubbornness. He
“prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah” (Jon. 1:17a).

It is sad to think that a preacher would refuse to go preach what
God commanded him to preach to any city, evil and atrocious as its
people may be. Unfortunately, today there are many preachers and
church members who are as stubborn as Jonah. There are numerous
uncertain sounds—things which cannot be found in the Scrip-
tures—coming from so-called “preachers.” Churches are being flooded
with “feel good” lessons, instead of God’s saving message proclaimed
with boldness and love. Many Gospel preachers stubbornly refuse to
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). Paul told the elders of
Ephesus: “I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God” (Acts 20:27). Contrary to Paul’s example, some nowadays do not
feel this is the thing to do. They think it might cost them their job, or
possibly run someone off, or hurt someone’s feelings, or step on
someone’s toes, etc. They stubbornly refuse to say what needs to be
said. In so doing, they “rebel against the light” of God’s Word. It is
indeed sad when a man will not speak all of God’s truths! Just think of
the millions of souls which have been lost, and of those which will be
lost, as the result of those who stubbornly fail to declare God’s saving
message—the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. May
none of us ever have that kind of stubborn attitude.

Apostasy

The Israelites continually drifted away from God. Then, in trouble
with nowhere else to turn, they would seemingly have a change of heart
and return to God. Instead of learning from their mistakes and getting
stronger, they allowed their sins to return and they left God over and
over again. This eventually led to an apostasy from which, as a nation,
they would not return. Many times we have heard of those who take
“one step forward and two steps backward.” That describes how Israel
responded with sin.

Amos 8:1-2 says:

Thus hath the Lord God shewed unto me: and behold a basket of
summer fruit. And he said, Amos, what seest thou? And I said,
A basket of summer fruit. Then said the Lord unto me, The end
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is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them
any more.

It is tragically sad when one goes into apostasy. I do not understand
how any individual, or a nation such as Israel, could turn against God.
Israel came to the end of the road insofar as God’s patience and
goodness were concerned. After that, they have had to reap what they
had sown.

Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, constantly warned God’s people
not to turn away from God and exhorted them to return to Him. He did
everything he could to get them to return to the “old paths.” Jeremiah
proclaimed:

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk
therein. Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the
sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.
Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is
among them. Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not
hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it (Jer.
6:16-19).

What a rejection of God and His law! Twice in the above passage,
Jeremiah pleaded for them to return, but they would not hearken.

Many preachers can tell of the heart-breaking situations with which
they have had to deal. Preachers have pleaded with brethren to be
faithful to God in their attendance to all services and by being involved
to the fullest extent in the work of the Lord, but the brethren would not
hearken. Later in their lives, some of those same brethren with which
the preachers have pleaded, finally decide to make their way back to
God. However, by that time, they have lost their spouse and/or their
children to the devil. It is never a good time to forsake the Lord and His
law. Israel paid the price and those who forsake Him today can expect
the same. “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting” (Gal. 6:8).

Every Christian should give and do his best when it comes to the
cause of Christ. If we do not, then we place our soul in jeopardy. Lack
of commitment and half-hearted, nominal service to God is one of the
chief factors which leads to apostasy. Paul was giving instructions to
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the brethren at Corinth concerning their giving, but in those instructions
he stated a principal that is true in all that we do. He taught:

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver
(2 Cor. 9:6-7).

May each of us sow bountifully our time, our energy, our money, and
in all that we do in our service to our Master.

Robbing God

Christians need to regularly read the book of Malachi to see how
far God’s people drifted away from Him and acted as if they had done
nothing wrong. Malachi 3:7-9 says:

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine
ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will
return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein
shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation.

The people offered polluted bread, impure sacrifices, the priests were
corrupt, they put away the wives of their youth, robbed God in tithes
and offerings, and said it was not to their benefit to serve God.

Rejecting The Saviour

God had a plan for redeeming man before the foundation of the
world (Eph. 1:4). When He sent His Son to save man, Jesus was
rejected and crucified on the cross by those He came to save (cf. Mt.
26-27; Mk. 15; Lk. 23; Jn. 19). It is sad to think that most of the people
in the world have rejected the Saviour. Jesus said few would follow the
strait and narrow way and that many would follow the broad and wide
way (Mt. 7:13-14). Our Saviour loves us dearly and His desire is that
each of us will serve Him faithfully and never reject Him.

Lying

Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Ghost. Luke writes:
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold
a possession, And kept back part of the price, his wife also being
privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles'
feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to
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lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the
land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was
sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived
this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto
God (Acts 5:1-4).

Many lie to God in the same way. To their brethren they want to appear
right before God, but they know better. On the surface many seem to
be living and serving God as they should, but their hearts are “not right
in the sight of God,” as was the case with Simon the sorcerer in Acts
8:21. One might lie to his fellow man and be hypocritical in his manner
of living, but he cannot lie to, or hide his life from, God and escape His
wrath.

Fighting Against God

Saul of Tarsus is probably the best example of an individual
fighting against God. He persecuted Christians, delivered them to
prisons, breathed out threatenings and slaughter, consented unto the
death of Stephen, and took men and women bound unto Jerusalem (cf.
Acts 7-9).

There are those today who fight against God. Religious division is
fighting against our Lord’s prayer in John 17. When one adds to the
Word or subtracts from it, he is fighting against God (Rev. 22:18-19).
When one knows to do good and does it not, he is fighting against God
(Jas. 4:17). When one hears the Word and fails to obey, he is fighting
against God (Mt. 7:24-27). When one who has obeyed the Gospel turns
and goes back into the world, he is fighting against God (2 Pet. 2:20-
22). When anyone preaches a perverted gospel, he is fighting against
God (Gal. 1:6-9). These are but a few examples of how men can, and
do rebel against the light and fight against God.

MANY HAVE OPENLY
REBELLED AGAINST THE LIGHT

Again, when Jeremiah pleaded with the people to hearken to the
Word of the Lord, they openly rebelled and said: “We will not” (Jer.
6:16). They had gone about as far away from God as possible. Man has
not changed. He is the same and he continues to openly rebel against
God. Since the beginning man has yielded to temptation and sinned as
a result of “the lust of the flesh ... the lust of the eyes” and/or “the pride
of life” (1 Jn. 2:15-17).
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God told Adam and Eve not to partake of the fruit of only one tree.
“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16-17). According to Genesis 3:6, Eve
yielded to sin when she “saw that the tree was good for food” (lust of
the flesh), “pleasant to the eyes” (lust of the eyes), “and a tree to be
desired to make one wise” (the pride of life). When they ate the
forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve were openly rebelling against the light.

Only eight people were saved on the ark, therefore, we must
conclude that the rest of the world rebelled against the light. The people
at Babel wanted to make a name for themselves, therefore, we must
conclude that they rebelled against the light. They wanted recognition
instead of giving it to God.

God promised Abraham: “I will make of thee a great nation” (Gen.
12:2). Not content to leave the fulfillment of that promise in God’s
hands, Abraham and Sarah tried to help Him. As a result, Sarah gave
her handmaid, Hagar, to Abraham. Hagar bare Abraham a son, Ishmael.
In all of this, Abraham and Sarah were openly rebelling against the
light by not trusting in God. Not only did their rebellion bring heart-
aches to Abraham and Sarah, the tragic ramifications of their actions
continues to bring sorrow today.

In Genesis 25, Esau sold his birthright to his brother, Jacob. Later,
Jacob received the blessing from his father, Isaac (Gen. 27:30; 28:1).
This motivated Esau to go against his father and marry the daughters
of Canaan and the daughter of Ishmael, (Gen. 28:8-9). Esau openly
rebelled against the light by taking wives which his father had
forbidden.

The Israelites constantly rebelled against the light during the 40
years they were in the wilderness. When God gave them the Promised
Land, they failed to be content and seemed to continually be finding
fault with something. God set judges over the people, but they wanted
a king like those round about them. Saul, the first king, disobeyed God
(1 Sam. 15) and rebelled against the light. David, the second king of
Israel, committed adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11) and rebelled
against the light. Solomon, the last king to serve in the united kingdom,
took unto him strange wives (1 Kgs. 11), which turned him from God
to idols, thus, he rebelled against the light. Following Solomon’s reign,
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the kingdom of Israel divided because the leadership and the people
rebelled against the light.

The Bible always tells us the good and the bad, which distinguishes
it from most other books. When one takes the entire Bible he can see
that God has always sought for man that which is best for man. It is sad
to read of the wayward Israelites and their chronic warring against the
light of God’s Word—especially when God had been so good to them.
However, the Israelites’ rebellion against Him did not keep God from
loving them. God sent His Son to this earth to “save his people from
their sins” (Mt. 1:21).

TO REJECT GOD’S WORD
IS TO REJECT GOD, CHRIST, AND SALVATION

Christians know that salvation is not possible if we reject God’s
Word. We have read and quoted passages throughout the Bible which
show that the final outcome of rejecting God’s Word is not good. Jesus
made it very plain that each one will be judged by the written word. He
declared:

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore,
even as the Father said unto me, so I speak (Jn. 12:48-50).

Notice that Jesus said He was speaking the commandments of God. In
this study we have demonstrated with a variety of cases that throughout
time many have rejected God’s Word. It should be noted that in those
cases, it is God Who is being rejected, not the messenger.

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles into all
truth. He told them: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come” (Jn. 16:13). Therefore, when one rejects God’s Word,
he rejects God and the Holy Spirit.

Jesus extends His loving invitation for all to come unto Him and
have rest. He beckons: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
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souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Mt. 11:28-30). It
is plain to see that if one refuses to accept Jesus’ invitation, then he
rejects Jesus.

After hearing the preaching of the apostles on Pentecost, the people
asked: “[W]hat shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). About 3,000 responded to
God’s Word that day by being baptized (Acts 2:38-41), and the Lord
added them to His church (Acts 2:47).

Jesus talked of the wise man and the foolish man in Matthew 7:24-
27. The wise man hears what God’s Word says and does it. On the
other hand, the foolish man hears God’s Word but fails to do what it
says. Hearing and heeding God’s Word, the wise man’s house remains
safely standing. Hearing but not heeding God’s Word, the foolish
man’s house falls—it is lost. Christ’s point is obvious. Those who do
not heed (obey) God’s Word will fall, i.e., be eternally lost.

Man’s record, along with the books of God’s righteous standard,
will be opened in the Judgment. Discussing the Judgment scene
revealed to him, John relates:

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every
man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire
(Rev 20:12-15).

When one rejects God’s Word, he not only rejects that Word, he rejects
God, he rejects Christ, he rejects the Holy Spirit, and he rejects his own
salvation. Each person must obey God’s Word to be saved. After that,
one must continue to obey God’s Word in order to remain faithful. This
is necessary in order to reach heaven. May none of us be guilty of
rebelling against the light.

CONCLUSION

Many down through the ages have rebelled against the light.
Today, many continue to do the same. It is sad that some brethren seek
to change God’s Word to accommodate their desires and sins. Peter
says those who do so “are unlearned and unstable” and that they “wrest
... the ... scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16).



296 “Those That Rebel Against the Light”

In Noah’s day, except for Noah and his family (eight souls), God
destroyed all human life on the earth with a worldwide flood. Why? It
was because of the degree to which sin had so permeated the men then
living. Moses explains:

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man
on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said,
I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls
of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them (Gen. 6:5-7).

One day—and we do not know when that day will be—God will
destroy this earth and all that is in it (2 Pet. 3:10-12). Judgment day will
be a reality. The obedient ones will be in Heaven with God for eternity.
The unrighteous ones will be in hell, separated from God for eternity.

It is my prayer that we are not among those who “rebel against the
light.” Further, it is my prayer that those who do “rebel against the
light” will repent and turn back to God and His Word. Obedience to
God and His Word is the only hope of salvation (i.e., eternity with God
in heaven) that we have.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Frank Chesser, Portrait of God (Huntsville, AL: Publishing Designs Inc.
2004), 65.
3 Louis Rushmore, The Church Divine (Winona, MS: published by author,
2006), 27-28.
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